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WELL-POSEDNESS AND GENERAL ENERGY DECAY OF
SOLUTIONS FOR A PETROVSKY EQUATION WITH A
NONLINEAR STRONG DISSIPATION
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Abstract. In this paper we consider a nonlinear Petrovsky equation in a boun-
ded domain with a strong dissipation

w + A%y — g(Au/) =0.
and prove the existence and the uniqueness of the solution using the energy
method combined with the Faedo-Galerkin procedure under certain assumptions

for g. Furthermore, we study the asymptotic behaviour of the solutions using a
perturbed energy method.
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1. INTRODUCTION
In this article, we consider the initial-boundary value problem for the non-
linear Petrovsky equation
u’ + A%y — g(Au') =0, x € Q x[0,400],
(1) u(0,t) = Au(0,t) =0, xz €T x[0,00],
u(z,0) = up(x), , u(z,0) =ui(x) =€ x|[0,+o0],
where 2 is a bounded domain in R™, T'is a smooth boundary, (ug,u;) are
the initial data in a suitable function space and g is real function satisfying

some conditions to be specied later. In [6], Guesmia considered the following
problem

u’ + A%u+ q(x)u(z,t) + g(u/(x,t)) =0 x € Q x (0,+00)
(2) u(0,t) = dyu =0 in x eI x (0,400)
u(z,0) =uo(z), u(z,0)=wui(x), x €,
where ¢ is continuous, increasing, satisfying g(0) = 0 and ¢ : Q@ — Ry is

a bounded under suitable growth conditions on g, decay results for weak,
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2 Well-posedness and general energy decay of solutions 285

as well as strong, solutions. Precisely, he showed that the solution decays
exponentially if g behaves like a linear function, whereas the decay is of a
polynomial order otherwise. Also the system composed of the equation (2),
with o/ |u/|™ 2 —u|u[P~2 in the place of g(x)u(x,t)+g(u'(x,t)) has been treated
by Messaoudi [9], he established an existence result and showed that the so-
lution continues to exist globally if m > p, however, it blows up in finite time
if m < p. Moreover, Komornik [4] treated the problem (1) for g having a
polynomial growth near the origin, used semigroup to prove the existence and
uniqueness of solutions and established energy decay results depending on g.

In this paper, we prove the global existence of weak solutions of the problem
(1) by using the Galerkin method (see Lions [12]) we use some technique from
[10] to establish an explicit and general decay result, depending on g. The
proof is based on the multiplier method and makes use of some properties
of convex functions, the general Young inequality and Jensen’s inequality.
These convexity arguments were introduced and developed by Lasiecka and
co-workers ([8],[11]) and used, with appropriate modifications, by Liu and
Zuazua [13], Alabau-Boussouira [2] and others.

The paper is organized as follows. In section 2 we present some assumptions
and technical lemmas. In section 3 we prove the existence and the uniqueness
of a global solution. In section 4 we prove the energy estimates.

2. NOTATION AND PRELIMINARIES

We begin by introducing some notation that will be used throughout this
work.
Let us introduce three real Hilbert spaces H, V and W by setting

W= HNQ), o]l = /Q Vol2dz

and
V={weH}Qu=Av=00onT}, |v|}= / |V Av|?da
Q

W={vecHQ)uw=A=Av=00nT}, |||} = / |VA2v|? da.
Q

Identifying H with its dual H' we have

WcVcHcCV cW,
with dense and compact imbedings. If v € L?(€2), we denote ||v|]%2(ﬂ) = |jv||%.
We impose the following assumptions on ¢g: ¢ : R — R is a non-decreasing
continuous function such that there exist constants €, ¢1, co, 7 > 0 and a convex
increasing function G : Ry — Ry of class C' (R4 )NC?(R%) satisfying G linear
on [0,e] or ( G'(0) =0 and G” > 0 on ]0,¢], such that

(3) cils| <lg(s)l < ealsl, if |s| > ¢,

(4) [sI* +1g(s)* < G H(sg(9)), if |s| <e,
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(5) lg'(s)l <.
LEMMA 2.1. For all u € H}(Q) N H*(2), we have
(6) IVull < el|Aull -1 (q) < el Aul],

where H~1 (Q) = (HS(Q)) .

REMARK 2.2. Let us denote by ¢* the conjugate function of the differen-
tiable convex function ¢, i.e.,

¢"(s) = sup (st — ¢(t)).

teRy

Then ¢* is the Legendre transform of ¢, which is given by (see Arnold [3, p
61-62])

6'(s5) = s(6) () = 0 ((6)7()) . if s € |0,0'(1)]
and ¢* satisfies the generalized Young inequality

(7) ST < ¢*(S) + ¢(T), ifSe}o,d(r)] T €)0,7].

3. WELL POSEDENESS AND REGULARITY

THEOREM 3.1. Assume that (ug,u1) € W x V. Then the solution of the prob-
lem (1) satisfiesu’ € L>®(0,T;V), u" € L=(0,T;H), u € L°>(0,T; H*(Q)NV),
such that for any T > 0

u”(z,t) + A%u(z,t) — g(Au' (2,1)) =0, in  L>(0,T; L*(2))
uw(0) = ug, u'(0) =wuy, in Q.
Proof. Step 1. Approximate solutions

We will use the Faedo-Galerkin method to prove the existence of a global
solution. Let 7' > 0 be fixed and let {w;},j € N be a basis of #, V and W,
i.e. the space generated by By = {wi,ws,...,wg} is dense in H, V and W.
We construct approximate solutions ug, £k = 1,2,3,..., in the form

k
t) = Z cjk(t)w; ()

where cj;, is determined by the ordinary differential equations.
For any v in By, uk(t) satisfies the approximate equation

(8) /Q (Wl (t) + A%uy — g(Au))odz = 0,

with initial conditions

E

(9) Z up, wj)w; — ug, in W as k — +oo,
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and
k
(10) uf(0) = uj, = Z(ul,wj>wj —wuy, inV ask— 4oo.
j=1

The standard theory of ODE guarantees that the system (8)-(10) has an unique
solution in [0,tg), with 0 < t; < T, by Zorn lemma since the nonlinear terms
in (8) are locally Lipschitz continuous.

Note that ug(t) is of class C.

In the next step, we obtain a priori estimates for the solution of the system
(8)-(10), so that it can be extended outside [0,¢;) to obtain one solution de-
fined for all T > 0, using a standard compactness argument for the limiting
procedure.

Step 2. The first estimate
Setting v = —2Aw), in (8), we have

d
T HVu;CHZ + HVAukHz} + Q/QAu;g(Au;f) dz = 0.

Integrating in [0,¢], t < tx and using (9) and (10), we obtain

t
IVl ()12 + [V Aug(t)]2 + 2 / /Q Ady(5)g( Dty (s)) dr s
0
< (VUi + [vAu)?) < ¢

and (1 is a positive constant depending only on ||u1||y and ||ugl|w -
This estimate implies that the solution wuy exists globally in [0, +00). Esti-
mate (42) yields that

(12) uy is bounded in L*°(0,7;V),
(13) uj, is bounded in L*(0,T;H),
(14) Aulg(Au},) is bounded in L'(©2 x (0,T)).

From (3), (4) and (14), it follows that
(15) g(Au},) is bounded in L?(Q x (0,T)).

Step 3. The second estimate

First, we estimate ) (0). Differentiating (8) with respect to z, taking v =
Vuj(t) and choosing ¢ = 0, we obtain that

IV (0)]2 + (Vu(0), VA% — ¥ (g(Au}) ) ) = 0.
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Using Cauchy-Schwarz inequality and (5), we have
[Vai (0] < [VA*uR| + [V Aurg'(Aug)|

(16)
< |VA%WY|| 4 7| VAup|.

By (9) and (10) yields
(17) uy(0) is bounded in H.

Step 4. The third estimate
Differentiating (8) with respect to t get

/("’()+A2 Udm—/Au”'Aukvd:U—O
Q
Taking v = 2Au}, applying the Green formula, we obtain

d

GVl + 1A ] +2 [ (a)?d @) az =o.
By integrating it over (0,t), we get

t
IV O + IVAw O +2 | [ (Auf(s))%0/(Bui(s) deds
= Vi (0)[” + [[VAu|*.

(18)

By (9) and (17), we deduce that

(19) uj. is bounded in L*(0,T;V)
and
(20) uj is bounded in L*>(0,T;H)

By (19) we deduce that
u), is bounded in L2(0,T;V).

Applying Rellich compactenes theorem given in [12], we deduce that
(21) uj, is precompact in L*(0,T; L*(Q)).

Step 5. The fourth estimate

Setting v = 2A%u} in (8), we have

d
2/ s o+ 8% 7] - 2/ g(Aul). A% dz = 0.
Q Q

Therefore by using the Green’s formula, we have

4 A%ui|]?| = =2 | AulAU, de —2 | ¢ (AWL).(VAW))? dz
k k k k
de Q o)

d
— g [1adl] =2 [ g (AT e
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Integrating it over (0,t) we arrive at

870 + 30 +2 [ [ gl s drds
— A + A
By using (5), (9) and (10), we deduce that
A% (O + |Aui () + 27 [ t [ (7)o ds < 8% + A,
then
(22) A%uy, is bounded in L>(0,T; L*()).

Step 6. Passage to the limit.

Applying Dunford-Petit theorem we conclude from (12), (15), (19) and (20),
replacing the sequence ug, with a subsequence if needed, that

(23) up — u, weak-star in L°°(0,T;V N H4(Q))
(24) uj, — v, weak-star in L>°(0,7T;V)
(25) up — ", weak-star in L>(0,T;H)
(26) uj, — o/, almost everywhere in A,
(27) g(Au}) — ¢, weak-star in L?(A)

where A = Q x [0, 7). It follows at once from (23) and (25) that for each fixed
v e L3([0,T] x L3(Q))

/OT/Q (u%(ﬂ%t) + A2uk(x,t)>vda: dt
- /OT/Q (“H(f”’t) + A2U(fﬂ,t))v dz dt.

As (u},) is bounded in L>(0,T; V') and the injection of V' in H is compact, we
have

(29) uj, — o/, strong in L?(A).

(28)

It remains to show that

T T
/ / g(Aup) vdzdt — / / g(Av') vdx dt.
0o Jo 0o Ja

LEMMA 3.2. For each T > 0, g(Au') € L'(A), [|g(Aw)| 14y < K, where
K is a constant independent of t and g(Auj},) — g(Au') in L'(A).



290 T. Lakroumbe, M. Abdelli, N. Louhibi, and M. Bahlil 7

Proof. We claim that
g(Au) € LY(A).
Indeed, since g is continuous, we deduce from (26)

(30) g(Aup) — g(Au')  almost everywhere in A.
Aujg(Auy) — Au'g(Au')  almost everywhere in A.

Hence, by (14) and Fatou’s Lemma, we have
T
(31) / /Au’(x,t)g(Au'(x,t))dxdt <K;, forT>0
0 Q

Now, we can estimate f(;[ Jo |Ag(u/(z,t))] dzdt. By Cauchy-Schwarz inequal-
ity, we have

T T 1/2
/ / |Ag(u'(x,t))] de dt < c]A]1/2</ / |Ag(u'(x,t))]2dxdt>
0 JQ 0 JQ
Using (3), (4) and (31), we obtain

/OT/Q |Ag(u/ (2, 1))]* d dt

T T
S/ / Au’g(Au')dxdt—i—/ / G H(Ad'g(Au')) dzdt
0 |Au/|>e 0 J|Av/|<e
T
< c/ /Au’g(Au') dxdt+cG_1</ Au’g(Au’)dazdt)
0 JQ A

T
< c/ / A g(Au)dz dt + G*(1) + c”/ Av/ g(AY) dz dt
0 Q Q
< cKy +dG*(1), for T > 0.

Then f(;f J4lAg(W (z,t))|dzd < K, for T > 0.
Let E C Qx[0,T] and set Fy = {(:U,t) € E: |g(Auj(x,1))| %}, E, =

<

— VIE
E\E;, where |E| is the measure of E. If M(r) = inf{|s|: s € R and |g(s)| >
r}, then

1
/|g(Au;)|dxdtgc B+ (M=) / Aty g(Adl)| dz dt.
E Eo

VIE|

By applying (14) we deduce that

Sup/ g(Auy) dz dt — 0, when |E| — 0.
k JE

From Vitali’s convergence theorem we deduce that
g(Au}) — g(Au') in LY(A).
This completes the proof. O
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Then (27) implies that
g(Au}) = g(Av'), weak-star in L?([0,T] x Q).
We deduce, for all v € L2([0,7] x L?(f2), that

T T
/ /g(Au;ﬂ)vdxdt—)/ /g(Au')vdxdt.
0 Q 0 Q

Finally we have shown that, for all v € L2([0,T] x L*(Q)):

T
/ / (u"(:c,t) + A2u(z,t) — g(Au'))v dzdt = 0.
0 Q
Therefore, u is a solution for problem (1).

Step 7. Proof of uniqueness

Let uy,us be two solutions of (1) with the same initial data. It is straight-
forward to see that z = u; — ug satisfies

¢
V22 + [[VA2|? + 2/ / AZ(5)g(AZ(5)) d ds = 0.
0 JQ
Using the monotonicity of g, we conclude that
V2|2 + [IVA2|* <0,

which implies z = 0. This finishes the proof of Theorem 3.1. U

4. ASYMPTOTIC BEHAVIOR

Now we define the energy associated with the solution of the problem (1)
by the following formula

E(t) = 1 HVU’HZ + L |V Aul?.
2 2

LEMMA 4.1. Let u be a solution to the problem (1). Then E(t) is a non-
increasing function for allt € Ry

Proof. Multiplying the first equation in (1) by —Aw’ and integrating over
Q, we get
d

1 2 1 2
vy ZIVA ):-/A’A’d,
% <2H uH +2|| ul| ; uw g(Au')dx

/

(32) E(t) = —/QAu'g(Au’)dx <0.
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LEMMA 4.2. We define the following functional F' by
(33) F(t)=ME(t) — / Avu' dz,
Q

where M > 0 will be determined later. Then there exist positive constants
A1, Ao such that

(34) ME(t) < F(t) < ME(t), VteRy.
Proof. Using the obvious estimates

(35) ][ < es ||V

and

(36) [Aul] < ca [[V A,

by Cauchy-Schwarz’s inequality, we obtain
/ ‘3 2, 12 2 2
_/ Auv.a/dr < 5 |V Aul|” + 5 |[Ve/||” < max(c3, c3)E(t),
Q
hence

(M —max(c3, ci)) E(t) < F(t) < (M + max(c3, c)) E(1),

choosing M > max(c3,c3), and we obtain (34), where Ay = M — max(c3, c3)
and Ay = M + max(c3,c?) . O

LEMMA 4.3. We define the following functional L by
(37) L(t) = F(t) + \E(t),

where A will be chosen later. Then there exist positive constants i, pia such
that

(38) mE®#) < L(t) < pE(t), VteR,.
It is easy to see (38) holds, from Lemma 4.2 with gy = Aj4+\ and pg = Aa+A.

THEOREM 4.4. Assume that (3) and (4) hold. Then there exist positive
constants ki, ko, ks and e such that the solution of problem (1) satisfies

(39) E(t) < k3Gy (kit + ko), VteERy,
where
L |
(40) Gl(t) = / ,7(18, Gg(t) == tG,(a‘_)t).
¢ SG2(€08)

Here Gy is strictly decreasing and convex on |0, 1], with 1%ir%Gl (t) = +oc.
%

Proof. Let €1 € (0,¢), we define two sets such that
le{er: ‘Au" gsl}, ng{xEQ: ‘Au/’ >51}.
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Differentiating (33) with respect to ¢, using (6), (32), and the first equation of
the problem (1), we get

/

F(t)—ME,(t)—i—/ |V dx—/ \VAuFd:U—/Aug(Au’)dm
Q Q Q

IN

— o7+ | Aug(Ad x
" 2E(t)+/ﬂ[2\v |* + | Aug( )”d

IN

—2FE(t) + 2/ [’Vu’}Q + ’Aug(Au’)” dz
Q
< —2E(t) + C/ [‘Au'}z + ‘Aug(Au')” dz.
Q
Using Young’s inequality, (36), we obtain

/ |Aug(Au)| dz < c46 |V Au|? + Cg/ ‘g(Au')‘Z dx

(42) o h

< cdE(t) + Cg/ ‘g(Au')‘Z dz.
91

By Hélder’s inequality and (36), we obtain

( o, | Aul? dx)é</Q ‘g(Au/)‘Q da:)é

2

ca ||V Aul| (/Q lg(Au)[? da:);.

IN

/ ‘Aug(Au/)l dz
Qo

IN

Then, we use Young’s inequality and (3), for any 6 > 0 and we have

/ “Au’f + |Aug(Au’)” dz
Qo
1

S/ |AW g(AW)| dz + ¢4 |V Aul (/ |Au' g(A)| d:/U)5
QQ Q2

—cE'(t) + c4E2 (t)(—E' (1))
—cE'(t) + c40E(t) + Cs(—E'(t))
ci0E(t) — CsE'(t).

(43)

=
=

INIA A

By (41), (42) and (44), for ¢ small enough, the function L = F + CsE satisfies

L'(t) < (=24 ¢d + cad)E(t) + C/Q [\Autp dz + Cg/Q |g(Au’)‘2} dz
(44) :
g—dE(t)Jrc/Q “Au’]2+/§2|g(Au’)\2}dx

and L(t) ~ B(t).
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Case 1 : G is linear on [0, €], using (4), we deduce that

L'(t) < —dE®t)+c | G Aug(AY))dz
951
< —dE(t)+c | Adg(Au)dz
951
< —dE(t) — cE'(t),

(45)

we deduce that (L(t) + cE(t))’ < —dE(t). Recalling that L(t) + cE(t) ~ E(t),

we obtain E(t) < E(0)e~%. Thus, we have
E(t) < E(0)e™% = E(0)G{'(dt).

Case 2 : G is nonlinear, we define the following functional I by
1
I(t) = — Au'g(Au')dx.
] Jo,

From Jensen’s inequality and the concavity of G~!, we conclude that
GrIt) >c | G HAWg(AY)dx.
1971
By using this inequality and (4), we obtain
/ ‘Au/‘Z + ‘g(Au’ﬂ2 dz < G H(Ad'g(Ad))) dx
Ql Q1
which implies

(46) / [|Aut|2 + |g(Aut)|2} do < cGY(I(1).

Q1
(47) L'(t) < —dE(t) + cG (I(t).
For g9 < € and ¢y > 0, we define H; by

/ E(t)

4 Hi(t) = L(t E(t).
(48) 10 =6 (2 gy ) L0+ 0B
Since L(t) is equivalent to E(t) (see (38)), there exist positive constants aq, v,
such that
(49) Oz1H1(t) < E(t) < 012H1(t) , Vte R+.

By recalling that E' <0, G' >0, and G” > 0 on ]0, €], making use of (32) and

(47), we obtain

E(0) E(0) E(0)

(50)

£(0) E(0)

Hi(t) = &0 E() G" (eoE(t)> L)+ G (soE(t)> L'(t) + coE (t)

< —dE(t)G <50 E(t>> + G’ <50 E (t)> G YI®) + coE (t).
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Using (7) with S = G’ (50%> and T = G~Y(I(t)), using the Lemma 4.1,

Remark 2.2 and (32), we deduce that

H,(t) < —dE@#)G <€0 g(((t)))> + G (G' <5og((é))>> +el(t) + coFE (t)

< —dBM®)G <50 ]:JE(((t)))) + CEOE(O)IL;J((Z;))G, <€0£(((t)))> _CE'(t) + oo (b).

Choosing ¢y > ¢ and g small enough, we obtain

(51) H(t) < —k]];f(((?)c’ <50 gé(?)) _ _na <5°§((é))> |

where Go(t) = tG'(got). Since Gh(t) = G’ (got) + 5otGH (eot) and G is convex
on ]0, ], we find that G4(¢) > 0 and Ga(t) > 0 on (0,1]. By setting

aq
(52) H(t) = mﬂl(t%
(a1 is given in (49)) we easily see that, by (49), we have
(53) H(t) ~ E(t).

Using (51), we arrive at H (t) < —kGa(H(t)). By recalling (40), we de-

duce Go(t) = —1/G%(t), hence H' (t) < ki ————, which gives [Gl(H(t))]/ =
G (H(1))

H'(t)G}(H(t)) < k1, by integrating over [0, t], we obtain
Gi1(H(t)) > kit + G1(H(0)),

consequently

(54) H(t) < Gyt (kit + k2)) .

Combining (53) and (54), we obtain (39). The proof is complete.
([l

Finally, we remark that, with appropriate choices of the defining parameters,
our results agree with the existing results.
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